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back to Europe, saying: 'Time I was getting back to a hemi-
sphere where I am really appreciated.'
Yet the British gladly welcomed gay American fashions in
dress, music, dancing and fun, having temporarily lost their own
inventive power. Syncopated music had been denounced as
barbarous and blatant in 1912 when it first came to England,
despite the magnificent dancing of the Castles; and the more
extravagant 'rag-time1 dances had not been socially approved.
'Rag-time' was an adjective of reproach; a rag-time regiment
was a disorderly and untrustworthy one. But after the war the
new fantastic development of Jazz music and the steps that went
with it, became, in the contemporary phrase, call the rage5. Cock-
tails were also accepted, though they went directly against
British upper-class tradition, the chief ingredients being gin and
vermouth. Gin had for two centuries been considered a very
lower-class drink indeed, and vermouth, like absinthe, was dan-
gerously Parisian. Only wines or efruit cups' had been drunk on
social occasions before the war; with whisky reserved for sport-
ing uses. Punch printed many a joke against cocktails, but cock-
tail parties even in 1920 were not yet popular enough to rouse
the anger of clergymen. American slang was still barred as
vulgar. A revue, in which Noel Coward appeared as a youthful
actor, had to have its original title eOh Boy!' changed to 'Oh
Joy !* lest it caused offence.
In January 1919 The Bystander reported that there was morn-
ing dancing in country houses and town mansions; for the
'newest jazzes and the latest rags' had to be learnt without delay.
But it did seem a little odd that a negro jazz-band could earn
more in a season than the Prime Minister did in the course of a
whole year. The Daily Mail in. February described 'This Jazz
Age9: 'People are dancing as they have never danced before, in
a happy rebound from the austerities of war... . But the dancing
is not quite as it was in the dim old years before 1914. The
"Tango", "Maxixe" and "Boston" have gone with the "Turkey
Trot" and "Bunny Hug"___The "Baleta" and "Maxina" are
revivals of these under new names, and it is even said that the
"Lancers" is being privately practised, so that the programme
will no lojnger be limited to the "Fox-trot", "One-step" and
"Hesitation-waltz". . . . Dancing without gloves has become
the mode, because the cost of gloves has risen to impossible
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